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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER FACES RESTIVENESS AT PARTY CONVENTION 

1. THE INDEPENDENCE PARTY OPENS ITS BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
THIS WEEKEND AMID EVIDENCE OE SOME UNHAPPINESS IN PARTY WITH ITS 
CHAIRMAN, PRIME MINISTER GEIR HALLGRIMSSON. 

2. LINGERING ANNOYANCE IN SOME IP CIRCLES OVER LAST YEAR’S 
COALITION AGREEMENT WITH ARCH-RIVAL PROGRESSIVES HAS BEEN 
HEIGHTENED BY CONCERN IN PARTY OVER HALLGRIMSSON'S ALLEGED 
FAILURE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE LEADERSHIP SINCE GOVERNMENT FORMED. 
CRITICISM CENTERS ON GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICY, WHICH MANY 
IN IP FRET. HAS BEEN MARKED BY DRIFT AND INDECISIVENESS OWING TO 
WHAT PM'S DETRACTORS CLAIM IS HIS UNWILLINGNESS OR INABILITY TO 
TAKE STRONG HAND. HIS CRITICS CHARGE HE HAS ALLOWED HIMSELF TO 
BE DOMINATED IN ECONOMIC MATTERS BY PP LEADER AND COMMERCE 
MINISTER OLAFUR JOHANNESSON. 

3. AS RESULT, VICE CHAIRMAN GUNNAR THORODSSEN, LONG-TIME 
ASPIRANT FOR TOP SPOT, HAS FOR SEVERAL WEEKS APPARENTLY BEEN 
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FOR CHAIRMANSHIP AT UPCOMING CONVENTION. THERE IS NO TRADITION 
IN ICELANDIC POLITICS FOR EFFORTS TO UNSEAT INCUMBENT PARTY 
LEADERS, AND CONSENSUS SEEMS TO BE THAT THORODSSEN'S ATTEMPT 
WILL NOT, IN FACT, BE ALL-OUT LET ALONE SUCCESSFUL. ELECTION 
WILL, NONETHELESS, BE WATCHED WITH MORE THAN USUAL INTEREST. 

SIZE OF VOTE WILL SHOW HALLGRIMSSON'S STRENGTH AGAINST POSSIBLE 
IP RIVALS AND ALSO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF BACKING HE COMMANDS IN 
DEALING WITH BOTH OPPOSITION AND COALITION PARTNERS. 
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